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the estimate of nineteen thousand given at the beginning of
our chapter. On the other hand, Huber3 as quoted by
de Jehay,1 places the total number in the Turkish Empire
at only one hundred thousand. At Hums I was told there
are four thousand or five thousand. At Hama there are
but four hundred or five hundred. Parry places the old
Syrian population of Sudud (the ancient Zedad, the northern
boundary of the Promised Land) at three thousand. In
Damascus the Syrians are mostly Catholics. There, some
years since, I had an interview with the well-known scholar,
the late Joseph David, Syrian-Catholic bishop, in the well-
stocked library of his spacious mansion, which later I was
able to contrast with the meagerly furnished upper room
occupied by the shabbily dressed priest of the Jacobite
Church, who bitterly declared that the Syrian Catholics, in
going over to the pope, had stolen all the church property of
the Jacobites! Conditions are similar at Aleppo, where the
Jacobite Church is said to be a poor affair in comparison
with the churches of all the other communions. In Mesopo-
tamia itself, poverty characterizes the community. Schools
are of the most primitive type. The Jacobites are repre-
sented in Palestine by one hundred and fifty to two hundred
households in Bethlehem, and by some ten households in the
Holy City. Most of the men in both places are masons.
In Jerusalem a Jacobite bishop presides over a convent,
with four resident monks.2 In communion with the Jaco-
bite Church, and thus under the nominal control of its patri-
arch, are the non-Catholic Syrians in Malabar and Ceylon,
Nestorian in origin, estimated at three hundred and thirty
thousand souls. Of these we shall speak later.

The official title of the Jacobite patriarch is: "Exalted
Patriarch of the Apostolic See of Antioch and of all the
Jacobite Churches in Syria and the East." It has been
stated that the patriarch must be elected by unanimous
vote of all the people. However, a young man who has

1 "De Ja Situation Le*gale des Sujets Ottomans non-Musulmans, par
le comte de Jehay," p. 37.

2 See article, "The Syrian (Jacobite) Patriarch in Jerusalem," by the
Jerusalem correspondent of "The Living Church/' September 26, 1908.